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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An elongated structural reinforcing strip comprising: 

a. elongated continuous parallel fibers having lengths extending along the length of 
the strip; 

b. nondirectional fibers distributed transversely across the strip; and 

c. a polymer matrix affixing and embedding the parallel and nondirectional fibers, 

^(h^^^^A^ g structure to which the stri n h affixed bv several fasteners inserted through 
SJ) W)k the strip and into the structure. 

^WJujsj\ whcrrin t he strip h, affixed tu the rorfacc of a structure by several fasteners insutol 
^ ' thr o ugh t he strip and into Hie structure. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein at least some of the parallel fibers are 
transversely arrayed across the strip with discrete spaces therebetween, and wherein the 
discrete spaces are at least sufficiently large to accommodate one of the fasteners therein. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein the nondirectional fibers are distributed at 
least substantially uniformly across the strip. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein the nondirectional fibers define a nonwoven 
mat. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein the nondirectional fibers are continuous 
fibers. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein the strip is sufficiently flexible that it may be 
coiled into a roll. 
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7. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein the parallel fibers are provided in bundles 
discretely spaced transversely across the strip. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 7 wherein the bundles are at least substantially evenly 
spaced transversely across the strip. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 7 wherein the nondirectional fibers define a nonwoven 
mat. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 9 wherein the nondirectional fibers are distributed at 
least substantially uniformly across the strip. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein: 

a. the polymer matrix is chosen from at least one of phenolic resin, vinylester resin, 
polyester resin, and epoxy; and 

b. the fibers are chosen from at least one of carbon fibers, glass fibers, and aramid 
fibers. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein: 

a. the parallel fibers include carbon fibers; and 1 

b. the nondirectional fibers include glass fibers. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The strip of claim 1 wherein the strip includes at least 50% fiber by 
volume. 

14-18. (CANCELED) 
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(ORIGINAL) A reinforced structure comprising: 

a. an elongated strip having a polymer matrix with embedded fibers, the fibers 
including: 

i. elongated continuous fibers having parallel lengths extending along the 
length of the strip, and 

ii. nondirectional fibers; and 

b. a series of fasteners extending through the strip and into the surface of the 
structure. 

|20. ) (ORIGINAL) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein at least some of the 
nondirectional fibers have lengths greater than or equal to a distance defined between 
adjacent parallel continuous fibers. 

|2?^ (NEW) The strip of claim 1 wherein at least some of the fasteners are spaced along the 
length of the strip. 

22. (NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein at least some of the fasteners are 
spaced along the length of the strip. 



23. (NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein at least some of the continuous 
fibers are transversely arrayed across the strip with discrete spaces therebetween, and 
wherein the discrete spaces are at least sufficiently large to accommodate one of the 
fasteners therein. 



24. \ (NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein the nondirectional fibers are 
distributed at least substantially uniformly across the strip. 
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(NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein the nondirectional fibers define a 
nonwoven mat. 

26. (NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein the nondirectional fibers are 
continuous fibers. 

27. ^(NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein the strip is sufficiently flexible that 
it may be coiled into a roll. 

28^^(NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein the parallel fibers are provided in 
bundles discretely spaced transversely across the strip. 

(NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 28 wherein the bundles are at least substantially 
evenly spaced transversely across the strip. 1 

3Q.^^JEW) The reinforced structure of claim 28 wherein the nondirectional fibers define a 
nonwoven mat. 



31. ^,(NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 30 wherein the nondirectional fibers are 



distributed at least substantially uniformly across the strip. 

32. ,,(NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein: 

a. the polymer matrix is chosen from at least one of phenolic resin, vinylester resin, 
polyester resin, and epoxy; and 

b. the fibers are chosen from at least one of carbon fibers, glass fibers, and aramid 
fibers. 




Page 5 of 15 



S(16 • RCVO AT 2/2*2094 J:S7:3J PW [Eastern Standard Tim*) ■ 8VR:U3PTO-£FXRF-1/7 • DN)8:872S3DS • 000:6088312106 ■ DURATION (iwm«):04-20 



02/23/04 14:53 FAI 6088312108 DEWITT ROSS STEVENS @006 



(NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein: 
a. the parallel fibers include carbon fibers; and 
bs the nondirectional fibers include glass fibers. 

(NEW) The reinforced structure of claim 19 wherein the strip includes at least 50% fiber 
by volume. 



Page 6 of 15 

PACE 8/18 * RCVD AT 2/23/2004 3:57:33 PM [Eastern Standafd Time] • SVR:USPTt«PXW-1/7 * DN1S:8729308 * CSID:808S912108 ' DURATION <mro-ss):05-20 



